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ANNUAL  REPORT 


Council  Offices, 

Holly  Dene, 

High  Street, 

Uttoxeter. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Uttoxeter  Rural  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  the  Uttoxeter  Rural  District  for  the  year  1967.  This  report  has 
been  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Minister 
of  Health  as  set  out  in  his  circular  No.  1/68. 

Ten  years  have  elapsed  since  I  first  studied  the  vital  statistics 
for  your  district  and  prepared  an  annual  report  for  the  Uttoxeter 
Rural  District  Council.  Now  ten  years  is  a  fairly  large  slice  of  any 
lifetime.  What  have  these  ten  years  brought  in  the  Rural  District 
of  Uttoxeter — Progress  or  stagnation,  development  or  decay  ?  At 
this  time  of  change  when  the  structure  of  local  government  is 
receiving  close  scrutiny  and  re-organisation  of  the  health  services 
is  imminent  I  thought  it  would  be  interesting  to  depart  from  the 
usual  practice  of  commenting  on  the  year  under  review  and  instead 
to  survey  these  ten  years  particularly  with  regard  to  some  of  the 
council’s  responsibilities  in  the  field  of  public  health. 

Population  and  Vital  Statistics 

There  has  so  far  been  no  great  influx  of  population  to  this 
district  as  there  has  to  many  rural  areas  although  with  the  proposed 
expansion  of  the  excavator  vehicle  factory  at  Rocester  it  is  likely 
there  will  be  in  the  near  future.  Nevertheless  as  more  and  more 
city  dwellers  decide  to  forsake  town  for  country  and  become  recruits 
to  the  army  of  commuters,  country  properties  are  being  bought  and 
restored,  amenities  provided  with  council  grants  and  new  life 
injected  into  rural  communities  which  ten  years  ago  showed  signs 
of  dying  out. 

It  is  difficult  to  draw  valid  and  precise  conclusions  from  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  vital  statistics  relating  to  your  district  since  they 
concern  a  comparatively  small  unit  of  population.  It  is  accurate  to 
state,  however,  that  the  birth  rate  has  shown  an  upward  trend  from 
11.4  per  1,000  estimated  population  in  1957  to  13.50  in  1967,  with 
19.23  in  1965  the  highest  ever  recorded,  while  the  death  rate  has 
remained  comparatively  steady  between  1957  when  it  was  9.16  per 
1,000  estimated  population,  and  1967  when  it  was  8.25. 

The  stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  was  0.70  in 
1957  and  thereafter  has  shown  a  downward  trend  to  0.09  in  1967, 
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while  the  infant  death  rate  per  1,000  live  births  has  tended  to  show 
a  much  greater  variation  from  year  to  year  swinging  between  61.5 
in  1957  and  0.0  in  1961,  but  again  with  a  downward  trend  as  shown 
by  the  comparative  tables  on  page  1 1 . 

Water  Supplies 

The  most  striking  progress  in  your  district  when  one  compares 
the  position  in  1957  with  that  in  1967,  is  concerned  with  water 
supplies. 

In  1957  five  out  of  the  seventeen  parishes  in  your  district  had 
no  piped  supply  at  all  and  only  60%  of  the  population  enjoyed  this 
amenity.  In  the  year  1967,  the  last  full  year  before  your  water 
undertaking  is  handed  over  to  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks 
Company,  all  parishes  and  93%  of  the  population  have  been  pro¬ 
vided  with  a  piped  water  supply — an  excellent  achievement. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Ideally  the  construction  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  works 
should  accompany  the  construction  of  water  works;  unfortunately 
this  is  not  always  possible.  There  can  be  many  problems  associated 
with  rural  sewage  disposal,  not  the  least  of  which  is  the  economic 
aspect,  and  these  are  not  always  easy  to  solve.  Nevertheless, 
although  sewage  disposal  has  had  to  follow  water  schemes,  some¬ 
times  with  an  appreciable  interval  between,  three  of  the  main 
villages  in  your  district,  viz.,  Abbots  Bromley,  Mayfield  and 
Rocester,  have  been  provided  with  sewage  works  since  1957.  In 
addition  a  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  scheme  for  Marchington 
and  Draycott-in-the-Clay  was  under  way  by  December,  1967,  and 
a  scheme  had  been  prepared  for  Bramshall  sewage  to  be  taken  by 
means  of  a  new  outfall  sewer  down  the  Hockley  Brook  valley  into 
the  Uttoxeter  Urban  District  Council’s  sewerage  system.  The  latter 
must  necessarily  be  delayed  until  the  Uttoxeter  Urban  Scheme  is 
substantially  completed. 

Sewage  schemes  are  urgently  required  in  Ellastone,  Leigh  and 
Newborough  but  these  have  received  consideration  and  are  now  in 
the  ‘  pipe  line 

Housing 

If  I  were  asked  to  name  the  most  important  single  factor  con¬ 
tributing  to  the  well  being  and  happiness  of  the  family  I  would  say 
without  hesitation,  satisfactory  housing.  It  is  impossible  to  sum¬ 
marise  adequately  in  this  brief  review  the  progress  made  in  this 
sphere  in  the  Uttoxeter  Rural  District  during  the  past  ten  years. 
Housing  inspection  followed  by  improvement  or  clearance,  which 
is  an  integral  part  of  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  and  a 
continuous  process,  has  resulted  during  the  past  ten  years  in  an 
improved  housing  standard  throughout  the  whole  district,  but  I 
think  that  the  clearance  of  unfit  housing  in  Rocester  in  1965  and  the 
subsequent  redevelopment  of  that  village  providing  one  hundred 
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and  twenty-seven  new  units  of  housing  accommodation,  was  the 
most  important  milestone  in  the  history  of  your  council  as  a  housing 
authority. 

Here  again  although  most  parishes  have  an  adequate  pool  of 
council  houses,  it  was  revealed  in  a  survey  of  unfit  housing  carried 
out  by  your  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  in  1967  together  with 
a  report  on  the  housing  waiting  list  by  your  Housing  Manager  that 
in  certain  parishes  more  council  houses  are  required. 

Small  units  of  council  houses  in  the  more  remote  villages  are 
expensive  to  build  and  costly  to  maintain,  but  there  is  an  obligation 
to  provide  for  the  needs  of  ratepayers  in  the  smaller  villages  as  well 
as  the  large  ones  and  this  must  not  be  forgotten.  Particularly  im¬ 
portant  are  the  housing  needs  of  the  elderly.  There  are  already  old 
peoples’  dwellings  with  welfare  facilities  in  two  villages  in  your 
district  in  addition  to  small  groups  of  bungalows  in  some  of  the 
others.  The  demand  for  this  type  of  accommodation  is  increasing 
year  by  year,  however,  and  the  ultimate  goal,  costly  though  it  may 
be,  must  surely  be  a  welfare  scheme  in  each  village  so  that  people 
as  they  grow  older  need  not  move  away  from  their  friends  in  order 
to  find  suitable  housing  accommodation,  but  can  be  helped  to 
maintain  an  independent  existence  in  a  familiar  environment  as 
long  as  possible.  Whilst  young  people  must  be  encouraged  to  stay 
in  the  villages  to  revitalise  them  with  their  youthful  enthusiasm  and 
ideas,  the  elderly  are  needed  there  as  well  to  give  us  the  benefit  of 
their  experience  and  make  their  contribution  to  the  character  and 
dignity  of  village  life. 

Infectious  Diseases 

The  pattern  of  infectious  diseases  has  not  altered  a  great  deal 
over  the  past  ten  years.  It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  there  were  no 
cases  of  diphtheria,  poliomyelitis  or  smallpox  in  the  district  and  that 
according  to  the  notifications  received  in  the  Health  Department 
the  incidence  of  dysentery  was  comparatively  low.  Two  small  out¬ 
breaks  of  dysentery  did  occur  during  this  period,  one  of  fifty-four 
cases  in  1962  and  a  smaller  outbreak  of  eighteen  cases  in  1966.  The 
earlier  outbreak  particularly  placed  a  heavy  burden  on  the  clerical 
staff  and  Public  Health  Inspectors  during  the  few  weeks  that  it 
lasted  but  fortunately  it  was  contained  within  the  parishes  of  Abbots 
Bromley,  Marchington  and  Draycott-in-the-Clay  and  only  a  few 
sporadic  cases  occurred  elsewhere  in  the  district. 

The  incidence  and  death  rate  from  tuberculosis  was  very  low 
in  the  district  during  the  past  ten  years.  Eight  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  and  two  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified 
and  only  two  deaths  were  ascribed  to  all  forms  of  the  disease.  It  is 
interesting  to  compare  these  figures  with  the  previous  ten  years, 
i.e.  1947  to  1957,  when  the  notifications  numbered  thirty-two  cases 
of  pulmonary  and  seventeen  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis 
with  nineteen  deaths. 
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Although  vaccination  and  immunisation  is  not  the  responsi¬ 
bility  of  this  council  the  day  to  day  administration  of  this  and  the 
other  personal  health  services  are  my  responsibility  by  virtue  of  my 
appointment  as  Medical  Officer  to  the  Uttoxeter  Area  Health  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Staffordshire  County  Council.  It  is  therefore  appro¬ 
priate  at  this  point  to  comment  on  the  position  with  regard  to 
prophylaxis  against  infectious  diseases,  since  one  cannot  consider 
the  incidence  of  disease  without  thinking  of  prevention. 

The  complete  scheme  of  immunisation  and  vaccination,  which 
gets  more  complicated  as  new  antigens  are  added  to  the  programme, 
and  the  number  of  children  receiving  protection,  is  given  every  year 
in  detail  in  the  statistical  section  of  this  report.  The  response  in 
your  district  is  good  and  above  the  national  average,  but  the  position 
could  be  improved.  It  is  estimated  that  over  the  last  five  years  82% 
of  pre  school  children  have  received  protection  against  diphtheria, 
whooping  cough,  tetanus  and  poliomyelitis,  but  if  the  years  1966 
and  1967  only  are  used  as  a  basis  for  calculation  this  figure  rises  to 
over  90%.  A  recent  survey  of  school  leavers  in  Springfields 
Secondary  Modern  School,  Rocester,  revealed  that  as  far  as  records 
could  be  checked — and  some  could  not  be  traced — 83%  of  pupils 
had  received  booster  doses  against  diphtheria  and  poliomyelitis. 
Credit  must  go  to  the  clinic  and  family  doctors,  to  the  health  visitors 
and  clerical  staff  whose  combined  efforts  are  aimed  at  ensuring  that 
as  many  children  as  possible  are  given  these  protective  injections, 
but  the  ultimate  responsibility  of  ensuring  that  children  are  im¬ 
munised  lies  with  the  parents  whose  co-operation  is  essential. 

Two  other  infectious  diseases  must  be  mentioned  as  the  inci¬ 
dence  of  both  has  increased  over  the  past  few  years  causing  concern 
to  all  engaged  in  the  fields  of  animal  and  community  health.  I  refer 
to  salmonellosis  or  food  poisoning  and  brucellosis  or  undulant  fever. 
Both  can  be  transmitted  to  human  beings  by  animals,  particularly 
cattle.  Space  does  not  permit  discussing  these  problems  in  detail 
in  this  report,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  will  require  the  com¬ 
bined  efforts  of  veterinary  surgeons,  public  health  laboratory  staffs 
and  health  departments  to  stamp  out  these  menaces  to  human 
health  and  well  being. 

With  regard  to  the  investigation  of  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning 
of  animal  origin  and  the  procedure  necessary  to  suspend  the  retail 
of  raw  milk  found  to  be  infected  with  brucella  abortus,  I  wish  to 
thank  the  Director  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  and  his  staff, 
the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  for  Staffordshire  County  Council, 
veterinary  surgeons  who  practise  in  the  area,  and  the  Divisional 
Veterinary  Officer  and  his  staff  for  their  co-operation  and  assistance. 

Other  Responsibilities 

Other  responsibilities  of  your  council  include  food  inspection, 
refuse  collection,  rodent  control,  inspection  of  food,  catering  and 
licensed  premises,  abatement  of  nuisances,  etc.,  and  the  volume  of 
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work  carried  out  by  your  Public  Health  Inspectorate  continues  to 
grow  as  each  year  brings  its  crop  of  new  legislation.  To  quote  but 
one  example,  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963, 
placed  additional  responsibilities  on  District  Councils  and  added 
considerably  to  the  duties  of  your  Inspectors.  Details  of  these 
inspections  are  given  every  year  in  your  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector’s  report. 

Conclusion 

Essentially  the  Health  Department  works  as  a  team  to  safe¬ 
guard  the  environment  of  the  community  which  it  serves,  and  not 
the  least  of  our  tasks  is  to  listen  with  sympathy,  patience  and  under¬ 
standing  to  the  complaints  and  problems  of  members  of  the  public 
who  are  angry,  anxious  or  just  seeking  information.  To  all  the 
members  of  this  team,  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  his  deputy 
and  assistant,  the  clerical  staff,  the  rodent  operative,  refuse  and 
nightsoil  collectors,  I  wish  to  offer  my  sincere  thanks  for  their  hard 
work  and  loyalty  over  the  years. 

But  teamwork  between  council  departments  is  also  necessary, 
and  I  should  like  to  place  on  record  my  appreciation  of  the  assistance 
of  my  fellow  officials  and  their  staffs  who  are  always  so  patient  with 
my  requests  and  queries.  In  this  context  I  should  like  to  mention 
your  Clerk  who  ten  years  ago  was  extremely  shaken  to  learn  that 
the  newly  appointed  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  a  woman,  but 
who  has  borne  up  remarkably  well  under  the  strain. 

In  conclusion  I  would  thank  you,  the  councillors,  and  all  those 
who  have  helped  me  in  any  way,  including  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Uttoxeter  Rural  District  themselves,  for  what  has  proved  to  be,  in 
spite  of  the  vicissitudes  and  frustrations  which  very  few  of  us  escape 
no  matter  what  our  occupation,  a  very  happy  ten  years. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  M.  DURKIN* 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area 


Acres,  56,582 


Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of  Resident  Population 

(Mid  1967)  .  11,510 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  in  the  Rate  Books  at  1st 

April,  1967  3,164 

Rateable  Value  as  at  1st  April,  1967  .  .  .  £379,571 

Sum  represented  by  the  product  of  Id.  rate  for  1967-68  £1,142 

Number  of  persons  per  acre  .  0.20 

Number  of  houses  per  acre  .  .  .  .  0.05 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  .  .  3.63 


On  the  map  Uttoxeter  Rural  District  forms  roughly  the  shape 
of  the  letter  4C’.  Derbyshire  lies  along  its  inner  or  eastern  border 
with  the  exception  of  the  middle  part  where  the  Urban  District  of 
Uttoxeter  is  situated  between  it  and  Derbyshire.  On  its  outer  or 
western  border  Uttoxeter  Rural  District  is  bounded  by  Stone  and 
Stafford  Rural  Districts.  To  the  north  lies  Cheadle  Rural  District, 
and  to  the  south  Lichfield  and  Tutbury  Rural  Districts. 

The  district,  comprising  seventeen  parishes,  is  mainly  agri¬ 
cultural,  and  is  aptly  described  by  the  phrase  4  a  green  and  pleasant 
land  ’. 

The  administrative  offices  are  situated  in  the  township  of 
Uttoxeter,  which  is  also  the  shopping  and  marketing  centre  for  the 
Rural  District. 

The  main  concern  of  the  district  is  of  course  farming,  but 
alternative  employment  is  offered  at  Mayfield  by  a  silk  mill,  and  at 
Rocester  by  a  cotton  mill  and  an  excavator  vehicle  factory.  The 
latter  is  expanding  rapidly  and  substantially  contributes  to  the  pros¬ 
perity  of  the  district. 

On  the  1st  April,  1967,  some  40  acres  of  land  in  the  Rural 
District  adjoining  the  Urban  District  and  on  which  the  Uttoxeter 
Urban  District  Council  had  built  173  council  houses,  were  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  Urban  District  for  administrative  convenience. 

As  a  result  of  this  change  of  boundary  the  statistics  shown  on 
the  next  page  represent  the  events  assigned  to  the  area  within  the 
boundaries  as  they  existed  at  the  date  of  registration  of  each  event. 
To  allow  calculation  of  valid  Birth  and  Death  rates,  the  figure  used 
in  these  calculations  is  a  weighted  average  of  the  mid-year  popula¬ 
tion  of  the  area  as  constituted  before  and  after  the  change.  This 
population  figure  is  calculated  only  for  this  purpose  and  does  not 
agree  with  the  official  population  figure  published  in  the  Registrar 
General’s  4  Annual  Estimates  of  the  Population  of  England  and 
Wales  and  of  Local  Authority  Areas,  1967  ’,  i.e.,  with  the  popula¬ 
tion  figure  quoted  above. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  births  ( Factor  1.23) 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  . 

.  78 

72 

150 

Illegitimate  . 

.  6 

1 

7 

84 

73 

157 

Crude  birth  rate  per 

1,000  estimated  population 

13.50 

Adjusted  birth  rate  . 

16.61 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 

4.46 

Stillbirths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  .  -  1  1 

Illegitimate  .  -  -  - 

1  1 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  6.33 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  0.09 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  .  .  .  158 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  .  4  -  4 

Illegitimate  .  -  -  - 

4  4 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  25.48 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  26.67 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks  of  age 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  .  4  -  4 

Illegitimate  .  -  -  - 

4  4 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks 

per  1,000  total  live  births)  .  .  .  25.48 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  week  of  age 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  .  4  -  4 

Illegitimate  .  - 

4  4 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 

week  per  1,000  total  live  births)  .  25.48 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths 
under  1  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live 

and  stillbirths)  .  .  .  .  31.65 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion)  .  Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still 

births .  0.0 

Deaths  {Factor  1.17)  Male  Female  Total 

51  45  96 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  8.25 

Adjusted  death  rate  ...  9.65 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  IN  1967— RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  UTTOXETER 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEARS  1960  to  1967 


Year 

Rates  per  1,000  estimated 
Population 

Rate  per  1,000 
Live  Births 

Birth 

Rate 

Stillbirth 

Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Infant  Death 
Rate 

1967 

13.50 

0.09 

8.25 

25.48 

1966  . 

16.24 

0.41 

9.52 

35.35 

1965  . 

19.23 

0.16 

8.96 

17.09 

1964  . 

16.45 

0.42 

8.48 

10.20 

1963  . 

18.69 

0.08 

10.15 

18.09 

1962  . 

15.54 

0.43 

9.14 

27.47 

1961  . 

12.6 

0.25 

9.30 

0.0 

1960 

14.7 

0.17 

8.2 

29.8 

VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1967  and  1966  WITH  THOSE 
FOR  ENGLAND  and  WALES  FOR  THE  SAME  YEARS 


Year 

Rates  per  1,000  Estimated 
Population 

i 

Rate  per  1,000 
Live  Births 

Birth 

Rate 

Stillbirth 

Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Infant  Death 
Rate 

Uttoxeter 

Rural 

1967 

16.61 

(Adjusted) 

0.09 

9.65 

(Adjusted) 

25.48 

District 

1966 

19.65 

(Adjusted) 

0.41 

12.57 

(Adjusted) 

35.35 

England 

and 

1967 

17.2 

0.26 

11.2 

18.3 

Wales 

1966 

17.7 

0.28 

11.7 

19.0 

CANCER  DEATHS 

Noted  below  are  the  total  annual  deaths  from  cancer  according 
to  sex  with  regard  to  your  district  during  1967  and  the  5  previous 
years.  The  percentage  which  these  Cancer  deaths  form  of  the  total 
deaths  is  also  shown. 


Year 

Male 

Female 

\ 

Total 

Percentage  of 
Total  Deaths 

1967 

15 

11 

26 

24.7 

1966 

14 

15 

29 

25.0 

1965 

13 

3 

16 

14.7 

1964 

12 

7 

19 

18.8 

1963 

9 

9 

18 

15.0 

1962 

9 

6 

15 

14.0 

Summary  of  Site  of  Cancer 


Lung  and  Bronchus  .  9 

Stomach  .  2 

Other  sites  .  .  1 5 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICE 


Laboratory  Service 

The  district  is  served  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at 
Stafford,  which  is  directed  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  for 
the  Ministry  of  Health.  Samples  and  specimens  submitted  by  the 
general  practitioners  and  the  Public  Health  Department  are 
examined  and  reported  on.  An  advisory  service  is  also  available  in 
the  event  of  an  outbreak  of  an  infectious  disease  such  as  food 
poisoning,  and  on  these  occasions  the  helpful  advice  of  the  Director 
is  much  appreciated. 

Ambulance  Service 

A  24  hour  Ambulance  Station  is  maintained  in  Uttoxeter  by 
the  Staffordshire  County  Council;  this  has  been  under  radio  control 
since  1956.  The  Station  is  manned  by  a  personnel  of  25  men. 

Nursing  Service 

During  1967  the  area  was  covered  by  5  District  Nurse/Mid¬ 
wives  and  4  Health  Visitors. 

Clinics 

During  1967  a  school  clinic,  an  infant  welfare  centre,  a  cervical 
cytology  clinic,  relaxation  and  mothercraft  classes  and  ancillary 
services  in  connection  with  the  School  Health  Service  were  pro¬ 
vided  at  Heath  House  Clinic,  Uttoxeter,  by  the  Staffordshire  County 
Council. 

Chiropody  Service 

This  service,  which  was  first  made  available  to  old  age  pen¬ 
sioners,  handicapped  persons  and  expectant  mothers  by  the 
Staffordshire  County  Council  in  1 962,  continued  to  operate  through¬ 
out  1967,  treatment  being  domiciliary  or  at  Heath  House  Clinic 
according  to  need. 

Domestic  Help  Service 

This  service  is  provided  by  the  local  health  authority  under 
permissive  powers  deriving  from  Section  29  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  1948.  In  your  district  12  part-time  Helps  have  been 
employed  during  the  year  and  24  cases  have  been  attended. 
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Hospitals 


There  are  no  hospitals  in  the  Uttoxeter  Rural  District,  and 
the  arrangements  in  this  connection  are  as  follow  : 


(a)  Bucknall  Isolation  Hospital 


Infectious  Diseases 


(b)  Derby  City  Hospital  and  Derby 
Royal  Infirmary 
Stoke-on-Trent  City  General 
Hospital 

Stafford  General  Infirmary 
Burton  General  Infirmary 


General  medical  and 
surgical  cases 


(c)  Burton  General  Infirmary  and 
Andressey  Hospital,  Burton 
Ashbourne  Maternity  Home, 
Derby  City  Hospital 


~\ 


Maternity  cases 

(majority  of) 


Tuberculosis 

Most  patients  attend  the  Stafford  Chest  Clinic  by  appointment, 
but  all  are  visited  in  their  own  homes  by  the  Tuberculosis  Health 
Visitor. 


MEDICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  COUNCIL  EMPLOYEES 

In  February,  1966,  the  Council  approved  a  scheme  of  selective 
medical  examination  for  superannuation  and  sick  pay  purposes.  The 
modification  has  operated  successfully  in  other  authorities  where  it 
has  been  introduced,  and  has  resulted  in  a  saving  of  time  and 
medical  fees. 

The  basis  of  the  examination  is  a  very  detailed  questionnaire 
which  incorporates  permission  to  consult  the  applicant’s  general 
practitioner  or  consultant  if  a  previous  history  of  illness  is  given. 
The  answers  are  then  assessed  and  if  necessary  a  medical  examina¬ 
tion  is  carried  out.  If  the  applicant  has  not  been  X-rayed  recently 
an  appointment  is  given  for  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  which 
visits  Uttoxeter  once  a  month. 

The  figures  given  apply  to  both  Uttoxeter  Urban  and  Rural 
Districts  since  most  appointments  are  made  jointly.  Twelve 
questionnaires  were  completed.  In  one  case  a  medical  examination 
was  required  and  the  applicant  was  subsequently  considered  un¬ 
suitable  for  admission  to  the  sick  pay  scheme. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


During  1967  the  number  of  corrected  notifications  received 
with  respect  to  the  various  infectious  diseases  other  than  Tuber¬ 
culosis  was  as  follows  : 


Infectious  Diseases 

Number  of 
Cases 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Measles  .  . 

67 

_ 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

12 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . 

3 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia  . 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning  . 

— 

— 

Dysentery  . 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  . 

1 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) 

_ 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (Non -Paralytic) 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid . 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

1 

— 

Cerebro- Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

84 

— 

Infectious  Diseases — Incidence  in  1967  compared 
with  the  previous  four  years 


Disease 

1967 

1966 

1965 

1964 

1963 

Measles  . 

67 

38 

107 

10 

327 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

12 

5 

4 

3 

14 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia  . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Food  Poisoning  . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Dysentery  . 

— 

18 

— 

1 

— 

Diphtheria . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

■ 

■ 

- - 

(paralytic) 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

(non-paralytic) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

84 

62 

113 

16 

343 
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ANALYSIS  OF  TOTAL  CASES  NOTIFIED  ACCORDING  TO  AGE  GROUP 
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Acute  Encephalitis! 


Table  giving  names  of  Parishes  along  with  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease  in  each  Parish  in  1967 
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QUARTERLY  RETURNS  OF  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  FOR  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  FOR  1967 

PROVED  CASES 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


During  the  year  under  review  1  new  case  of  tuberculosis  was 
notified  but  no  deaths  occurred  due  to  this  disease.  This  is  a  happy 
state  of  affairs  in  your  district,  but  the  number  of  new  notifications 
and  deaths  in  the  country  as  a  whole  are  a  reminder  that  one  cannot 
be  entirely  complacent  with  regard  to  tuberculosis. 

The  figures  for  your  district  over  the  past  20  years  are  given 
below. 


Year 

Popula¬ 

tion 

New  Cases 

1 

Deaths 

f 

Death  Rate 
expressed 
per  million 
population 

Pul. 

Non.  Pul. 

Pul. 

Non-Pul. 

1967 

11,510 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Nil 

1966 

12,190 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Nil 

1965 

12,170 

1 

1 

• — 

— 

Nil 

1964 

11,910 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nil 

1963 

11,820 

— 

1 

1 

— 

86 

1962 

11,710 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nil 

1961 

11,610 

3 

— 

— 

1 

86 

1960 

11,470 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nil 

1959 

11,570 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Nil 

1958 

11,310 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Nil 

1957 

11,350 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nil 

1956 

11,260 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Nil 

1955 

11,150 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nil 

1954 

11,100 

— 

— 

1 

— 

90 

1953 

11,350 

4 

1 

— 

1 

90 

1952 

11,170 

2 

1 

1 

— 

90 

1951 

10,840 

4 

4 

— 

1 

92 

1950 

10,710 

8 

1 

1 

1 

160 

1949 

10,950 

5 

6 

3 

— 

280 

1948 

10,710 

4 

3 

2 

3 

373 

Prophylaxis  Against  Infectious  Diseases 

As  you  are  aware  the  Staffordshire  County  Council  is  the 
responsible  authority  throughout  the  county  with  regard  to  im¬ 
munisation  and  vaccination. 

In  this  section  of  the  annual  report,  however,  it  is  customary  to 
include  for  your  information  the  numbers  in  your  district  in  the 
various  age  groups,  who,  according  to  the  records  held  in  the  Area 
Health  Office,  were  protected  against  infectious  diseases  during  the 
year  under  review. 
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Towards  the  end  of  1965  following  the  recommendation  of  the 
sub-committee  on  poliomyelitis  vaccine  the  Ministry  of  Health  agreed 
that  oral  poliomyelitis  vaccine  could  safely  be  given  at  the  same  time 
as  either  triple  antigen  or  diphtheria/tetanus  vaccine.  Accordingly 
the  schedule  of  protective  injections  offered  by  the  Staffordshire 
County  Council  during  1967  was  as  follows  : — 


Age 

Vaccine 

Interval 
between  Doses 

3rd  month  . 

4th  month  . 

5  th  month 

1st  Triple  +  1st  oral  polio 

2nd  Triple  +  2nd  oral  polio 

3rd  Triple  +  3rd  oral  polio 

4  to  6  weeks 

During  2nd  year 

18  months  to  2  yrs . 

Smallpox 

Triple  booster  +  oral  polio 
booster 

School  Entry 

Diph/Tet.  booster  +  oral  polio 
booster 

End  of  Jun.  School  . 

Diph/Tet.  booster  (half  dose)  + 
oral  polio  booster 

Secondary  School 

B.C.G. 

It  will  be  appreciated  that  for  the  time  being  it  is  necessary  to 
collate  the  numbers  of  children  receiving  protection  in  the  various 
forms  in  order  to  compare  the  response  to  diphtheria  immunisation 
during  the  year  under  review  with  that  in  previous  years.  As  it 
becomes  standard  procedure  to  give  children  protection  in  the  form 
of  combined  antigens  the  administration  of  the  immunisation  pro¬ 
gramme  and  the  assessment  of  the  response  will  be  simplified. 


DIPHTHERIA  AND  TETANUS 

Table  giving  the  numbers  of  children  immunised  with  the 
various  antigens  in  your  District  in  1967  : 


Antigen 

Primary 

Reinforcing 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

93 

Tetanus  . 

165 

78 

Diphtheria/Tetanus  . 

25 

130 

Triple  Antigen 

144 

78 
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The  aggregate  figures  for  diphtheria  and  tetanus  immunisation 
in  the  various  forms  compared  with  the  figures  for  the  previous  four 
years  are  given  in  the  following  table. 


Year 

Diphtheria 

Tetanus 

Primary 

Reinforcing 

Primary 

Reinforcing 

1967 

169 

301 

334 

286 

1966 

222 

259 

320 

261 

1965 

197 

198 

327 

105 

1964 

164 

206 

330 

94 

1963 

153 

238 

243 

45 

WHOOPING  COUGH 

All  children  receiving  protection  against  whooping  cough  in 
1967  received  it  in  the  form  of  the  triple  antigen  referred  to  above. 

SMALLPOX 

The  number  of  vaccinations  according  to  the  records  received 
in  the  Area  Health  Office,  carried  out  in  the  Uttoxeter  Rural 
District  in  1967  and  the  four  previous  years  are  as  follows  : — 


Year 

Primary 

Vaccinations 

Re-vaccinations 

1967 

96 

15 

*1966 

143 

14 

1965 

23 

16 

1964 

83 

33 

1963 

118 

32 

*Year  in  which  outbreak  of  smallpox  occurred. 
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POLIOA4YELITIS 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  children  vaccinated 
against  poliomyelitis  both  by  the  oral  vaccine  and  by  injection. 
During  1967  however,  the  number  of  children  receiving  protection 
by  the  injection  method  was  very  few. 


Year 

Primary  Doses 

Reinforcing  Doses 

1U7 

188 

237 

1966 

271 

303 

1965 

181 

297 

1964 

214 

222 

1963 

186 

301 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


(a)  Reorganisation  of  Water  Undertakings 

The  Rural  and  Urban  District  Councils  undertakings  will  be 
taken  over  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company  on 
1st  April,  1968. 

(b)  Hollington  Lane ,  Nabb  Lane  and  Croxden 

This  scheme  is  now  in  progress. 

(c)  Water  Supply  Generally 

A  chart  showing  the  estimated  population  and  number  of  pro¬ 
perties  connected  with  a  water  supply  is  given  below. 


Parish 

Total  No.  of 
Houses  (1961 
Census  fig. 
amended ) 

Population 
at  Dec.1961 
line,  resident 
Colleges , 
Schools,  etc. 

No.  of  Houses  with 
piped  water  supply 

i 

No 

Piped 

Supply 

Total 

Estimated 

Population 

supplied 

Public 

Mains 

Private 

Abbots  Bromley 

399 

1831 

363 

10 

26 

1736 

Blithfield 

78 

254 

77 

— 

1 

251 

Croxden  . 

76 

247 

28 

9 

39 

120 

Denstone 

224 

1121 

193 

16 

15 

1073 

Draycott 

196 

638 

161 

23 

12 

599 

Ellastone 

97 

316 

86 

— 

11 

280 

Kingstone 

114 

372 

98 

— 

16 

319 

Leigh  . 

266 

865 

250 

2 

14 

821 

Marchington  . 

307 

1109 

283 

12 

12 

1070 

Mayfield 

482 

1567 

482 

— 

— 

1566 

Newborough  . 

146 

475 

117 

4 

25 

394 

Okeover  . 

13 

142 

— 

6 

7 

19 

Ramshorn 

17 

55 

— 

6 

11 

19 

Rocester  . 

495 

1611 

462 

16 

17 

1556 

Stanton  . 

66 

215 

63 

— 

3 

205 

Uttoxeter  Rural 

424 

1471 

360 

9 

55 

1296 

Wootton . 

42 

137 

36 

5 

1 

134 

Totals  :  . 

3442 

12326 

3059 

118 

265 

11494 

Percentage  of  population  with  a  piped  water  supply  .  93.3% 

(92%  in  1966) 

Percentage  of  houses  with  a  piped  water  supply  92.3% 

Percentage  of  houses  with  a  public  mains  supply  .  88.9% 

Percentage  of  houses  with  no  piped  supply  .  7.7% 


Note. — The  December,  1967,  population  figure  quoted  in  column 
(2)  is  higher  than  the  Registrar  General’s  mid  1967  population 
quoted  on  page  8  where  an  explanation  is  given  for  this  apparent 
inconsistency. 
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WATER  SAMPLING 

(carried  out  by  Public  Health  Department) 


(<2)  Samples  for  Bacteriological  Examination 


Source 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Mains  Water 

Raw 

1 

— 

Chlorinated 

19 

1 

Private  Supplies  : 

Wells  . 

2 

2 

Springs  . 

2 

1 

Farley  Estate  (Springs) 

6 

13 

TOTALS 

30 

17 

Samples  taken  from  the  private  Farley  Estate  Supply  indicated 
sewage  pollution.  After  investigations  and  discussions  with  the 
estate  management  a  drip  feed  chlorinator  was  fitted  at  the  source. 
Subsequent  samples  of  the  chlorinated  water  have  been  satisfactory. 

(b)  Samples  for  Chemical  Analysis 

Two  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  : — 

(i)  10.8.67  Borehole,  Mayfield. 

(ii)  21.9.67  J.C.B.  (Excavators)  Ltd.,  Rocester. 

(Mains  water  Crumpwood  and  Hulme  Springs) 


Sample  No. 

1 

2 

PH  . 

7.3 

7.5 

• 

— parts 

per  million 

Total  solid  matter  dried  at  212°F . 

300.0 

202.0 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  . 

Nil 

Nil 

Albuminoid 

Nil 

Nil 

Nitric  Nitrogen  . 

1.1 

1.5 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride  . 

16.0 

1.70 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  80  F . 

0.04 

0.12 

Appearance 

— clear  an 

d  colourless 

Metallic  Contamination . 

Nil 

Zinc  0.14 
Copper0.20 

Total  Hardness  as  CaC03 

270.0 

— 

Carbonate  Hardness 

234.0 

— 

Total  Residual  Chlorine 

0.05 

— 

Both  samples  zuere  stated  to  he  of  satisfactory  chemical  quality. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


(a)  Bramshall  Sewerage  Scheme 

A  scheme  has  been  prepared  for  Bramshall  sewage  to  be  taken 
by  means  of  a  new  outfall  sewer  down  the  Hockley  Brook  valley 
into  the  Urban  District  Council’s  sewerage  system.  It  has,  however, 
been  delayed  until  the  Urban  District  Council’s  own  scheme  for 
extensions  and  improvements  has  been  completed. 

(b)  Marchington  and  Draycott  Sewage  Scheme 

Plans  for  this  scheme  have  been  completed  by  our  consultants 
and  have  been  approved  by  the  Ministry.  Work  is  proceeding  on 
the  laying  of  main  sewers  in  the  village  area  of  Marchington. 

HOUSING 

Details  of  progress  regarding  the  clearance  of  unfit  houses  is 
included  in  your  Public  Health  Inspector’s  report. 

The  following  is  an  account  of  the  position  with  regard  to 
housing  applications  and  lettings  in  the  Uttoxeter  Rural  District 
during  1967.  This  information  has  been  supplied  by  your  Housing 
Manager. 

Number  of  Applicants  on  Waiting  List  at  beginning  of  1967 


Abbots  Bromley  .... 

..  30 

Marchington 

27 

Blithheld 

6 

Mayfield 

42 

Denstone  . 

5 

Newborough 

15 

Draycott  . 

14 

Rocester 

57 

Kingstone 

8 

Stanton  &  Wootton 

11 

Leigh  . 

.  14 

Uttoxeter  Rural 

(including  Croxden)  14 
Total  for  all  districts  .  243 


There  were  no  new  properties  erected  throughout  the  Rural 
District,  but  one  cottage  at  Marchington  was  purchased. 

Casual  vacancies  occurred  throughout  the  year  in  the  following 
districts. 

Abbots  Bromley  .  2 


Withheld  1 

Denstone  .  3 

Draycott  2 

Leigh  .  2 

Mayfield  3 

Rocester  42 


Uttoxeter  Rural  .  .  1 

The  number  of  casual  vacancies  at  Rocester  was  unusually  high 
mainly  as  a  result  of  tenants  leaving  the  district  entirely  or  pur¬ 
chasing  their  own  accommodation  in  the  Denstone  area.  Most  of 
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the  houses  vacated  at  Rocester  were  utilised  to  re-house  families 
4  outgrowing  ’  the  smaller  block  type  dwellings. 

Nine  transfers  of  tenancies  were  approved  throughout  the  year, 
as  also  was  a  mutual  exchange  between  two  families  at  Draycott, 
and  one  exchange  of  accommodation  was  completed  between  a 
family  from  Uttoxeter  and  one  from  Rocester. 

Four  families  were  re-housed  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Housing  Act  1957. 

The  Council  continued  its  policy  of  selling  Council  Houses  and 
five  with  vacant  possession  were  sold  at  Rocester  and  one  to  an 
occupier,  and  one  was  sold  to  an  occupant  at  Mayfield. 

The  modernisation  of  a  small  group  of  houses  at  Newborough 
was  completed. 

In  October  the  Resident  Warden  at  Rocester  resigned  the 
appointment  and  it  has  not  yet  been  possible  to  find  a  suitable 
replacement.  In  the  meantime  the  elderly  residents  have  been 
regularly  visited  by  members  of  the  Housing  Department. 

Early  in  the  year,  all  housing  applicants  (with  the  exception  of 
those  for  the  district  of  Rocester)  received  circulars  asking  them  to 
renew  their  application  forms  and  this  action  resulted  in  the  total 
number  of  applications  being  reduced  by  about  90,  but  during  the 
remainder  of  the  year,  application  forms  continued  to  be  submitted 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  net  reduction  of  housing  applicants 
over  the  whole  year  was  51,  the  actual  number  of  applicants  on  the 
Waiting  List  at  the  end  of  1967  being  192,  as  shown  below. 


Abbots  Bromley  .... 

..  22 

Marchington 

16 

Blithfield  . 

2 

Mayfield  . 

37 

Denstone  . 

3 

Newborough 

10 

Draycott  . 

12 

Rocester 

67 

Kingstone 

5 

Stanton  &  Wootton 

1 

Leigh 

7 

Uttoxeter  Rural 

(including  Croxden) 

10 

Total  for  all  districts  .  192 


26 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTOR 


Holly  Dene, 

High  Street, 

Uttoxeter. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Uttoxeter  Rural  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  on  the  work  of  the 
Public  Health  Inspectorate  for  the  year  1967. 

In  previous  years  I  have  commented  upon  the  desirability  of 
providing  a  weekly  refuse  collection  service  throughout  the  rural 
district.  In  1967  the  Report  of  the  Working  Party  on  Refuse 
Collection  in  its  recommendations  laid  down  a  weekly  collection  as 
a  minimum. 

The  report  also  recommended  the  use  of  sacks  or  strong  plastic 
bins  in  preference  to  metal  bins,  and  sample  batches  of  plastic  bins 
have  been  purchased  and  are  being  used  in  the  rural  district. 

The  problem  of  the  siting  of  caravans  on  unlicensed  land  has 
increased  in  1 967  and  in  one  instance  it  was  necessary  to  recommend 
legal  action  being  taken. 

In  September  a  report  was  submitted  on  unfit  houses  in  the 
Uttoxeter  Rural  District.  The  report  was  presented  to  assist  the 
Council  in  their  deliberations  on  the  Council’s  future  housing  pro¬ 
gramme,  and  also  drew  attention  to  the  need  to  consider  re-housing 
of  occupants  from  unfit  houses  on  a  district  rather  than  a  parish 
basis. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Wood,  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector,  was 
successful  in  obtaining  an  appointment  with  Cheadle  Rural  District 
Council  and  terminated  his  employment  at  the  end  of  December. 
I  would  express  my  appreciation  of  the  work  done  by  him  and  wish 
him  success  in  his  new  appointment. 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  report  it  has  not  been  possible 
despite  advertisements  in  National  Journals  to  obtain  a  qualified 
Inspector,  and  it  is  possible  that  a  partly  trained  student  will  be 
appointed. 

I  would  record  my  appreciation  of  the  work  done  by  my  deputy, 
Mr.  H.  Nutter,  and  my  Clerk/Typist  Miss  R.  Hodgkins. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  F.  WARD. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Notices  Served 


Notices  served  during  Year 

No. 

Served 

No.  Complied  with 
(. Served  1967  and 
previously) 

Informal  notices  and  letters  as 
to  general  matters 

23 

19 

Verbal  notices  as  to  general 
matters 

32 

30 

Informal  notices  to  provide 
dustbins 

17 

17 

Statutory  Notices  : 

(a)  Housing  Act,  1957 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

Nil 

Nil 

Complaints  received  and  dealt  with  during  the  year 


Total  number  received  .  102 

General  disrepair  of  dwellings  .  .  3 

Others  (including  rodent  and  insect  infestation)  .  99 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937/61 


Premises 

Number  on  Register 

Number  of  Inspections 

No  Power 

2 

1 

With  Power 

30 

12 

Total 

• 

32 

13 
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Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (in¬ 
cluding  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authori¬ 
ties  . 

2 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  . 

30 

12 

Nil 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  out-workers’  pre¬ 
mises) 

8 

13 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  . 

40 

26 

Nil 

Nil 
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2. — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 
(6) 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remed’d 

(3) 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 

ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7)  : 

{a)  Insufficient 

____ 

. 

. 

_____ 

_ 

( b )  Unsuitable  or 

defective  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes 

1 

• - 

■ 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork)  . 

Total 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 
Outwork 


(Sections  133  and  134) 


Nature 

of 

Work 

(1) 

Section  133 

Section  Y 

14 

No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list 

required 
by  Section 
133(1)(C) 
(2) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 

(3) 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure 
to  supply 
lists 

(4) 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole¬ 
some 
premises 

(5) 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

(7) 

I  Making 
Wearing  |  etc., 
apparel  •<  Cleaning 
and 

>  Washing 

4 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

A  fortnightly  refuse  collection  service  has  been  maintained 
during  the  year,  and  approximately  3,300  premises  have  been  served, 
the  number  of  refuse  bins  emptied  being  approximately  3,500. 
A  regular  collection  is  also  made  from  bins  at  County  Council 
lay-bys  and  also  litter  baskets  in  the  district. 

The  vehicles  used  are  two  modern  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  16/18 
cu.  yd.  tipping  vehicles,  and,  as  an  axuiliary  vehicle  a  Bedford  4-ton 
truck.  The  personnel  consists  of  two  Driver/Loaders  and  five 
Loaders. 

There  is  a  general  increase  in  the  bulk  of  refuse  collected, 
bearing  in  mind  the  increased  number  of  houses  built,  and  the 
changing  nature  of  the  refuse  itself  due  to  the  practice  of  pre¬ 
wrapping  many  products  formerly  sold  loose. 

A  total  of  17,158  miles  was  covered  by  the  vehicles  during  the 
year  in  respect  of  refuse  collection,  disposal,  and  tip  maintenance. 

Difficulty  is  being  experienced  in  obtaining  suitable  tipping 
sites  in  the  rural  area,  and  arrangements  exist  with  Ashbourne  Rural 
District  Council  and  Uttoxeter  Urban  District  Council  for  tipping 
facilities  at  their  tips. 

The  other  tips  being  used  are  at  Abbots  Bromley  and  Gratwich. 
Satisfactory  maintenance  is  difficult  as  no  separate  labour  is  em¬ 
ployed,  the  work  being  done  by  the  refuse  collectors.  Unauthorised 
tipping  has  also  aggravated  the  problem  of  tip  maintenance. 


NIGHTSOIL  COLLECTION  SERVICE 

The  number  of  pails  has  been  reduced  to  approximately  550, 
the  mileage  covered  by  the  vehicle  engaged  on  this  work  was  1 1,086 
miles. 

By  working  overtime  a  regular  7  day  collection  service  has  been 
afforded  with  only  slight  variation  at  holiday  times. 

The  nightsoil  collection  service  is  still  very  necessary  for  the 
unsewered  parishes  and  outlying  districts  of  the  rural  area. 

Collection  is  also  made  from  some  schools  in  the  district  and 
the  vehicle  is  used  for  the  emptying  of  pails  at  Uttoxeter  Racecourse, 
and  also  1 2  properties  in  the  Uttoxeter  Urban  area.  The  cost  of  the 
work  in  the  Urban  district  is  re-chargeable. 

In  addition  the  R.A.F.  Depot  at  Bramshall  was  again  brought 
into  use  in  May  and  a  contract  entered  into  for  affording  a  weekly 
collection  service. 
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HOUSING 

Representations  were  made  on  23  houses  as  being  unfit  for 
human  habitation. 

Rose  Cottage,  Dolesfoot  Lane,  Newborough. 

Rock  Cottage,  Ellastone. 

Cherry  Tree  Cottage,  Denstone. 

Hitchett  Hill  House,  Draycott-in-the-Clay. 

Cottage,  Jack  Lane,  Marchington. 

Aults  Cottage,  Dolesfoot  Lane,  Newborough. 

Forge  Cottage,  Newborough. 

Fairfields,  Lea  Heath,  Newton. 

Cottage,  Radmore  Wood,  Abbots  Bromley. 

Tollgate  Farm,  Dapple  Heath,  Newton. 

Rose  Cottage,  Bramshall. 

Rectory  Cottage,  Bramshall. 

The  Dog  and  Partridge  Cottage,  Marchington. 

Cottage,  Loxley  Green. 

17,  Churnet  Row,  Rocester. 

2  Cottages,  Blythe  Bridge  Bank,  Kingstone. 

4  and  6,  School  View,  Kingstone. 

1,  2,  3,  Laundry  Cottages,  Bag  Lane,  Marchington. 

Frost  Field,  Little  Silver  Lane,  Marchington. 

Undertakings  were  accepted  by  the  Council  in  accordance 
with  Section  16 — Housing  Act  1957,  in  respect  of  4  houses. 

Rose  Cottage,  Dolesfoot  Lane,  Newborough. 

Cottage,  Radmore  Wood,  Abbots  Bromley. 

Rose  Cottage,  Bramshall. 

Rectory  Cottage,  Bramshall. 

Closing  Orders  were  made  on  : — 

4,  5,  6,  Fair  View,  Gallowstree  Lane,  Mayfield. 

Cottage,  Jack  Lane,  Marchington. 

The  Dog  and  Partridge  Cottage,  Marchington. 

Demolition  Ordeys  were  made  on  : — 

Rock  Cottage,  Ellastone. 

Cherry  Tree  Cottage,  Denstone. 

Hitchett  Hill  House,  Draycott-in-the-Clay. 

Fairfields,  Lea  Heath,  Newton. 

Clearance  Area ,  Kingstone. 

1,  2,  3,  4,  6,  School  View. 

1,  2,  3,  Church  View. 

It  was  reported  that  these  houses  were  unfit  and  that  they 
should  be  dealt  with  as  a  Clearance  Area. 

Houses  Closed — the  following  1 0  houses  were  included  in  returns  to 
the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  as  having  been 
“Closed”. 

Yard  Cottage,  Crakemarsh  Hall. 

Rock  Cottage,  Ellastone. 
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1,  Spring  Cottage,  Stanton. 

Combridge  Crossing  Cottage. 

Holt  Hall  Cottage,  Newborough. 

Blythe  Cottage,  Hen  Lane,  Leigh. 

Prefab.  Bungalow,  Field. 

17,  Churnet  Row,  Rocester. 

Cottage,  The  Village,  Newborough. 

Cottage,  The  Square,  Marchington. 

Houses  Demolished. 

Bott’s  Cottage,  Rocester,  was  demolished  and  a  new  dwelling 
erected  on  the  site. 

Houses  “made  fid ’  were  : — 

3  Cottages,  Church  Lane,  Abbots  Bromley. 

Combridge  Crossing  Cottage. 

Families  Displaced. 

Nine  families  comprising  a  total  of  twenty-nine  persons  were 
displaced  from  unfit  houses. 


CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT 

ACT,  1960 

Seven  new  licences  were  granted  during  the  year  in  respect  of 
sites  at  : — 

Holme  Lea,  Draycott-in-the-Clay. 

General  Stores,  Marchington. 

School  of  St.  Mary  and  St.  Anne,  Abbots  Bromley. 

Crown  Inn,  Abbots  Bromley. 

Thorntree  Hall  Farm,  Newborough. 

The  Bungalow,  Lichfield  Road,  Abbots  Bromley. 

Bentilee  Farm,  Abbots  Bromley. 

Each  site  being  licensed  for  one  caravan  only. 

Licences  were  renewed  for  the  following  sites,  each  site  being 
for  one  caravan  only. 

Ousley  Wood,  Wootton. 

Aldery  Bank  Filling  Station,  Loxley. 

Ivy  Cottage,  Upper  Mayfield. 

Stubbs  Farm,  Stanton. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  twenty-two  licensed  sites, 
twenty  for  one  caravan  only,  one  for  two  caravans,  and  one  for 
seventeen  caravans. 

It  was  necessary  to  report  on  unlicensed  sites  at  Draycott-in- 
the-Clay,  Bramshall  and  Rocester. 

Authority  was  given  for  prosecution  in  the  case  of  the  unlicensed 
site  at  Draycott-in-the-Clay,  but  the  site  was  cleared  and  no  legal 
action  was  taken. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

A  rodent  operative  is  employed  for  duties  in  both  the  Rural 
and  Urban  areas  and  works  under  the  supervision  of  your  Public 
Health  Inspectors. 

Throughout  the  district  a  free  service  of  rodent  disinfestation 
is  afforded  for  residential  property,  while  the  cost  of  the  work  at 
business  premises  is  re-chargeable. 

In  38  cases  contracts  have  been  entered  into  for  disinfestation 
work  :  6  business  premises  and  32  farms. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  Annual  Report  for  year  ending 
31st  December,  1967,  as  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food. 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

i 

Properties  other  than  Sezvers 

Non- 

Agricultural 

Agricultural 

Number  of  properties  in  district  . 

3,006 

731 

Total  number  of  properties  (including 
nearby  premises)  inspected  following 

notification 

113 

14 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

55 

13 

(ii)  Mice 

12 

1 

Total  number  of  properties  inspected 
for  rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons  other 

than  notification . 

1,635 

292 

Number  infested  bv  (i)  Rats 

339 

222 

(ii)  Mice 

18 

1 

SEWER  TREATMENT 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  testing  of  the  foul  sewers  in  May  and 
December,  1966,  had  shown  “no  takes”  it  was  decided  that  12 
months  should  elapse  before  further  tests. 

No  treatment  was  therefore  carried  out  in  1967. 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY 
PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  number  and  class  of 
premises  on  the  register,  inspections  made  and  persons  employed. 


Class  of  premises 

No.  of  premises 
registered 
during 
the  year 

Total  No.  of 
registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

No.  of  registered 
premises  receiving 
a  general  inspection 
during  the  year 

Offices  . 

1 

5 

1 

Retail  Shops 

— 

19 

— 

Wholesale  Shops, 
Warehouses 

— 

— 

— 

Catering  Establishments 
open  to  the  public, 
Canteens 

3 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  . 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

1 

27 

1 

Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  Registered 
Premises 


14 


Class  of  Workplace 

No.  of  persons  employed 

Offices  . 

31 

Retail  Shops  . 

39 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses 

— 

Catering  Establishments  open  to  the 

public  . 

4 

Canteens 

18 

Fuel  Storage  Depots . 

— 

Total 

92 

Total  Males 

42 

Total  Females  50 

35 


THEATRES  ACT,  1843 

The  following  licences  were  granted  for  the  year  1967/68  : — 

Abbots  Bromley  and  District  Institute,  Abbots  Bromley. 

New  School  Hall,  School  of  St.  Mary  and  St.  Anne, 
Abbots  Bromley. 

Denstone  College,  Denstone. 

Denstone  Village  Hall,  Denstone. 

Village  Hall,  Ellastone. 

Mayfield  Memorial  Hall,  Mayfield. 

Marchington  Village  Hall,  Marchington. 

Springfield  Secondary  School,  Rocester. 

Inspections  were  carried  out  prior  to  re-licensing,  and  also 
during  performances  of  Stage  Plays.  In  all  cases  conditions  were 
satisfactory  and  there  were  no  contraventions  of  the  conditions 
attaching  to  the  licences. 


ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT,  1963 

One  licence  has  been  granted  under  the  Act  in  respect  of 
premises  used  for  the  boarding  of  dogs. 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 

Contraventions  of  the  Act  were  few  and  all  were  dealt  with 
informally. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES  AND  KNACKER  YARD 

The  two  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  have  generally  been 
well  kept  throughout  the  year,  and  regular  inspections  have  been 
made,  some  in  company  with  a  Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

The  Knacker  Yard  has  been  little  used  during  1967  and  is 
mainly  used  as  a  collection  depot  for  the  main  factory  near  Stafford. 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1958 

The  above  legislation  requires  the  licensing  of  persons  to 
slaughter  and  stun  animals  in  slaughterhouses  and  knacker  yards, 
1 5  licences  were  granted  during  the  year. 
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FOOD  INSPECTION 
Particulars  of  Food  Inspection  during  1967 

(a)  Meat  :  Carcases  inspected  and  condemnations  made. 


Cows 

Heifers 

Sheep 

and  Bulls 

and 

Calves 

and 

Pigs 

Bullocks 

Lambs 

Number  killed  and  notified 

2 

662 

2 

2,107 

498 

Number  inspected  . 

2 

662 

2 

2,107 

498 

All  Diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticercosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Part  or  organ  „ 

Percentage  of  the  number 

1 

220 

— 

76 

80 

inspected  affected  with 
diseases  other  than  Tuber- 

culosis  and  Cysticercosis 

\0 

O'" 

O 

33% 

— 

3.6% 

16% 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Part  or  organ  „ 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Percentage  affected  . 

— 

0.15% 

- — 

— 

0.2% 

Cysticercosis  only 

Whole  carcase  condemned 

Part  or  organ  condemned 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Percentage  affected 

0.3% 

" 

Weight  of  meat  condemned  for  Tuberculosis  .  38  lbs. 

Weight  of  meat  condemned  for  Cysticercosis  .  60  lbs. 

Weight  of  meat  condemned  for  Other  diseases  .  3,051  lbs. 


Total  weight  of  meat  condemned  .  .  3,149  lbs. 


(b)  Other  Food  Condemned 

461  packets  of  frozen  food — approximate  weight  230  lbs. 


Total  weight  of  food  condemned 


Tons  Cwts.  Stones  Lbs. 

1  10  1  5 
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MILK  AND  FOOD  SAMPLING 

Results  of  Milk  Samples  taken  during  1967  by  the  County 

Milk  Sampling  Officers 

Samples  of  milk  are  tested  for  cleanliness,  efficient  pasteurisa¬ 
tion  and  sterilisation,  and  the  presence  of  tuberculosis  organisms. 


Test 

No.  of 
Samples 

Passed 

Failed 

Void 

Methylene  Blue 

309 

290 

11 

8 

Phosphatase  Test  . 

272 

272 

— 

— 

Turbidity  Test 

11 

11 

— 

— 

Biological  Test 

29 

28 

1 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

The  following  information  relates  to  sampling  carried  out  by 
the  County  Council’s  Officers  during  1967  under  the  above  Act. 


Designation 

No.  of 
Samples 

Genuine 

Adulterated 

Untreated  Milk 

30 

27 

3 

Untreated  Channel  Island 

3 

3 

— 

Pasteurised  Milk 

1 

1 

— 

Of  the  adulterated  samples,  one  producer  received  a  written 
caution  in  respect  of  one  sample  containing  a  small  amount  of 
extraneous  water,  and  two  samples  are  awaiting  further  samples 
being  taken. 


General  Foods 

Number  of  Samples  taken  .  .  .  .  21 

Number  of  Samples  genuine  .  .  .  21 


Number  of  Samples  adulterated 


Classification 

Pork  Sausage  with  preservative 

Whole  Figs  in  Syrup 

Peeled  Tomatoes 

Milk  Chocolate 

Patent  Barley 

Lemon  Juice 

Brawn 

Rice 

Gin  (2) 


(2)  Chocolate  Polka  Dots 
Drinking  Chocolate 
Cut  Mixed  Peel 
Black  Pudding 
Butterscotch 
Olive  Oil 
Thyme 

T  gQ 

Whisky  (2) 


38 


